This special issue of Aquatic Invasions concerning the updated distribution, impacts, evaluation and management of non-native freshwater taxa in Iberia is comprised of the peer-reviewed Proceedings of the Symposium on Non-native Freshwater Species Introduction in the Iberian Peninsula that was held on the 12-13 of November 2009 at the University of Navarra, Pamplona, Spain. The local organization and scientific program committees were constituted by, in alphabetical order, David Galicia, Pedro M. Leunda, Javier Oscoz, Andrea Pino, Ibon Tobes and Antonio Vilches, whose efforts greatly contributed to the overall success of this symposium. Major sponsors of the symposium were the Ministry of Science and Innovation of the Spanish Government and the Department of Rural Development and Environment of the Government of Navarra. Administrative support was provided by the School of Sciences of the University of Navarra, especially the Administrative Offices and the Department of Zoology and Ecology.
With the aim of analysing this topic, the organization of this symposium was proposed with a double focus. On one hand, giving a technical and scientific view, where researchers and managers exchanged experiences and knowledge about the biology, status and management of principal invasive species. On the other hand, the symposium had an educational purpose oriented to university students and the general public, with the aim of introducing them to the future and actual actors in the research and management framework as well as the particular characteristics and adequate control measures for non-native freshwater species.
In this symposium, more than 120 plants, 25 invertebrates, 29 fishes, five turtles and three mammals were cited as non-native species related to freshwater ecosystems in the Iberian Peninsula. Invasive species can constitute a major threat to biodiversity and ecosystem integrity and in some cases lead to substantial economic loss (Kolar and Lodge 2001; Gozlan et al. 2010) . Spain is the European Mediterranean country with the highest biodiversity but nearly 20% of it is endangered according to IUCN (2009) . Freshwater ecosystems are particularly prone to invasion by non-native species, including plants, invertebrates and vertebrates (García-Berthou et al. 2005 ). This symposium aimed to review the state of the biological invasion in the Iberian Peninsula and set up the agenda for future management and mitigation efforts.
This editorial paper introduces ten papers, which are a representative sample of the topics from this symposium. First, Gozlan (2010) analyses the costs of non-native freshwater introductions into Spain. Afterwards, an extended revision of the current knowledge on impacts of non-native fishes is presented (Leunda 2010) . Oscoz et al. (2010) revise and update the current distribution of non-native invertebrates in the Ebro River basin. Additional records of freshwater fishes in this basin are presented by Miranda et al. (2010) . Three of the published papers describe the management plans for the zebra mussel Dreissena polymorpha in the Ebro River basin , the signal crayfish Pasifastacus leniusculus in the Andalusia region ) and the Chinese mitten crab Eriocheir sinensis in the Guadalquivir River estuary (Garcia-de-Lomas et al. 2010) . Subsequent papers include case studies on control methods (Valdeón et al. 2010) and new records (Alarcos Izquierdo et al. 2010 ) of invasive turtles. Finally, Tomás et al. (2010) display the distribution and ecological parameters of the diatom Didymosphenia geminate in the Ebro River basin.
The development of management plans for these non-native freshwater species is a priority in order to mitigate their impacts on the environment, as well as to reduce the likelihood of establishment in new regions. This is especially important in such a biodiversity hotspot as the Iberian Peninsula. Knowledge and evaluation of threats and invasiveness levels of non-native species are keystones in the conservation of the native biota and ecosystems.
Finally, the editors thank the following reviewers, in alphabetical order, for their generous help refereeing the papers included in this special issue: Saúl Blanco (University of León, Spain), Miguel Clavero (Centre Tecnológic Forestal de Catalunya, Spain), Elías D. Dana (University of Almería, Spain),
